GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 23, 2025
10:00am

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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God loves you all the time.
All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Silence for self-examination
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW 756
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of your
Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen
Please be seated

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9

'Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
>Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
’Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lorp your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

°Seek the Lorp while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
’let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lorp, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
¢ For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lorb.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY Psalm 63:1-8
Read Responsively

'O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
>Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
*For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
*So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.
My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
*when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
’For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
¢ My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13
'T do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, ? and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, * and
all ate the same spiritual food, * and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spir-
itual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. ° Nevertheless, God was not pleased with
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did.” Do
not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink,
and they rose up to play.” ® We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did,
and were destroyed by serpents. '’ And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed
by the destroyer. ' These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. '>So if you think you are standing,
watch out that you do not fall. "*No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also
provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING Luke 13:1-9

The holy gospel according to Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
! At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.” [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?® No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish as they did. * Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them —do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? °
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

¢Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come look-
ing for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?”
He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. °If it bears
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fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MESESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596
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NICENE CREED
A Let us profess our faith in the words of the Nicene creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INSTITUTION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and wisdom to
bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they may call upon you in
making decisions. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the goodness of your
generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flourish on the planet that is
our shared home. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of
justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across human borders and
boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy, receive our pray-
er.

We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion. Comfort those whose lives have
been disrupted through natural disasters and human conflict. Aid communities in coming to-
gether to mourn, heal, and rebuild. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your grace. Bless
food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, and all ministries that
address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of challenge
and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended. May their witness in-
spire our own. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.



OFFERING
Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts
there after communion or before you leave.
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org oruse the QR code.

ANTHEM Where You There Hanson
OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call you people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the pascal feast, that, renewed
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn...
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
All are welcome at the Lords table.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with the section closest to

the sound room and worshippers may make their way to Pastor at the head of the Sanctuary and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white grape
juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION

I Am the Bread of Life ELW 485
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Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters ELW 445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot- steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION
Come to the Table ELW 481
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
BLESSING
P God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

F bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDNG HYMN

Guide Me, Ever Great Redeemer ELW 618
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Lynda Martinez
Greeter: Toni Durandetta
Usher: Don Durandetta, Walt Lumley
Reader: Kathy Lumley
Sound: Mark Maurer
Streamer: Kris McMahan
Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day
Refreshments: Toni Durandetta, Congregational Life Team
Offering Counters: Jim Foskett, Lynda Martinez

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, HOCKESSIN DE
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
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