GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 23, 2025 AT 10:00AM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
P God loves you all the time
C  All the time God loves you.

Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,
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let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
C  you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;
we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults
and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness.
Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.
P God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”
In + Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
C  Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Faith of Our Fathers ELW 812
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fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with  joy
con - science free; and blest would be their chil - dren’s fate
all our  strife; pro-claim thee (oo, as love  knows how,
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when-e’er we hear  that glo - rious word.

if they, like them, should die for thee. Faith of our fa - thers,
by sav -ing  word and faith - fwl life.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there
is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to
understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11,15

*Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came clos-
er. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. ®° And now
do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life. ° For the famine has been in the land
these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither
plowing nor harvest. ” God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. ® So it was not you who sent me
here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. “ Hurry and go up to my father and say to him,
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to
me, do not delay. '’ You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have. '' I will provide for you there —since there are
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five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.”” ' And he kissed all his brothers and wept up-
on them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 37:1-11,39-40

'Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
>For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
°Put your trust in the Lorp and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
*Take delight in the Lorp,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the Lorp; put your trust in the Lorp,
and see what God will do.
°The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
’Be still before the Lorp and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers,
the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
‘Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lorp shall possess the land.
0In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
"1 But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
**But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lorp;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
“You, O Lorp, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they
seek refuge.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 5:35-38,42-50

> But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” “*Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. * And as
for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, per-
haps of wheat or of some other grain. ** But God gives it a body as he has cho-
sen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

250 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what
is raised is imperishable. * It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown
in weakness, it is raised in power. * It is sown a physical body, it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. * Thus
it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam be-
came a life-giving spirit. *° But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical,
and then the spiritual. ¥ The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. ** As was the man of dust, so are those who are of
the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. * Just as
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the
man of heaven.

"“What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot in-
herit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-28

The holy gospel according to Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 7 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, **bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. > If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. *’ Give to everyone who
begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.
' Do to others as you would have them do to you.

2 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sin-
ners love those who love them. **If you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. *If you lend to those
from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. *>But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. °° Be merciful,
just as your Father is merciful.

7“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; * give, and it will be giv-
en to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get
back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY All My Hope on God Is Founded ELW 757

Please stand at the last verse.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed

C  Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the face
of cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming grace for
all. God of grace, hear our prayer.

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life
and faith are not static but always changing and growing. May we, with all
creation, trust that the ending of one thing promises life in a new way. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our
nations, cities, and towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated
arguments and differing viewpoints. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new
beginnings to those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations.
Enfold with love all who seek your healing care . God of grace, hear our prayer.

Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the
local ministries of parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for
those in need in our communities. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us May
their lives in you provide a witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.



OFFERING

Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gifts
there after communion or before you leave.
If you would like to give online, please go to www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.

ANTHEM Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise Schalk
OFFERTORY Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
9
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, I'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

C Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth
in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMNUNION

P Thejoy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness. All are welcome.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white
grape juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the si of all the world a - way;

2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way:
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons ELW 798
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Around You O Lord Jesus

ELW 468
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Amazing Grace ELW 779
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Please stand as you are able

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Nourishing God,
at this table you have refreshed us
with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service,
and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

C  Amen.

BLESSING

P The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
C  Amen.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #5AS027152. New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary,
Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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SENDING HYMN

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

ELW 802
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2 Let us suf-fer  here with Je - sus,  and with pa-tience bear our  cross.
3 Let us glad - ly dic with Je - sus.  Since by death he  con-quered death,
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DISMISSAL

A
C

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
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The Chancel Flowers are offered to the Glory of God on February 23
by the Kizuka family n honor of the 76th birthday of Gretchen Platz.
and
for February 16 by the Munson family in honor of
Hope’s 19 birthday on Valentines Day.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Lynda Martinez
Greeter: Toni Durandetta
Ushers: Larry Matchen, Don Durandetta
Reader: Penny Matchen
Sound: Jeremy Magoon
Streamer: Paul Warren
Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day
Refreshments: Jane Foskett
Offering Counters: Peter Tuhy, Jim Foskett

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, HOCKESSIN DE
Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor
Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager
Louis Jones, Custodian
Phone: 302-239-6481 Email: office@glcde.org Website: glcde.org




