GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
EPIPHANY
JANUARY 5, 2025

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P
C

God loves you all the time

All the time God loves you.
Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P

C
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God-with-us,
we confess that we have turned away
those seeking shelter,
claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,
expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence
instead of your peace.
Turn us from our ways to your ways.
Grant us the grace to begin again.
Free us from all that keeps us bound,
and forgive our sin,
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.
Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,
+ forgiven in Christ,
and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310
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Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise:
Man - i - fest at Jor - dan’s stream, proph-et, priest, and king su - preme;
Man - i - fest in  mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - ¥y, faint-ing soul;
Grant us grace o see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word:
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man - i - fest - ed by the star to the sa-ges from u - far,
and at Ca-na wed - ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
man - i - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il's might:
grace to im - i1 - tate thee now and be puore. us  pure art thou:
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branch of roy - al Da - vid's stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in  pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wing;
man - 1 - fest in  gra- clous will, ev - er bhring-ing good from ill:
that  we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny.
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an - thems be o thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in
an - thems be to  thee ad-dressed,

and may praisc thee, ¢v - or  blest,
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flesh made mun-i - fest.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour

Re - new us

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

C

with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate

in us

new

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin,

hearts!

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of
a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring
us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
! Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lorp has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lorp will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.

’Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

*Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses” arms.
> Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,

Please be seated



because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
° A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lorbp.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14

' Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

’that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

“that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

‘Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

°May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

'"May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

"' May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

'>For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

'“He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.

'“From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
!'This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—? for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given me for you, ° and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, *a reading of which will enable you
to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations
this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: © that is, the Gentiles have be-
come fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given me by the working of his power. ¢ Although I am the very least
of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of
the boundless riches of Christ, °and to make everyone see what is the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; '’ so that through
the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. '' This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, '>in whom
we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2: 1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, ” asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. ° They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
°*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the ex-
act time when the star had appeared. ® Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” * When they had heard
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '’ When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. '> And having been warned in a dream not to re-
turn to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Barbara Melosh



HYMN OF THE DAY
We Three Kings of Orient Are WOV 646

Please stand at the last verse.
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[ We three kings of O - ri-ent are; bear-ing gifts we tra-versea - far,
2 Born  a  king on Beth-le-hem'splain, gold 1 bring to ¢rownhim a - gain;
3 Frank-in-censc to of - fer have I: in -censcowns a  de - 1 -ty nigh;
4 Myrrh is  ming;its  bil - ter per - fume breathesa  life  of gath-er-ing gloom;
5 Glo-rious now be-hold him a - rise, King and God and Sac - ri - fice;
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ficld and foun - tain, moor and moun-tain, lol - low-ing yon - der star.
king for - ev - er, ceas-ing nev - cr, o - ver us o all to  reign.
prayer and prais - ing, glad - ly  rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High,
sor - rowing, sigh - ing, bleed-ing, dy - ing,scaled in  the stonc-cold wmb.
heavinsings al - le - lu - ja: al - e - lu - ia the earth re - plies.
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west-ward lead - ing, still

pro - ceed - ing, guide us
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed

C  Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.
Your glory fills the earth. Bless the work of all who engage in dialogue with
people of other traditions and faiths. Bridge our differences with a shared
mission of revealing your boundless love to the world. God of grace, receive our

prayer.

Restore the glory of creation. Send rain to water-parched lands. Revive
ecosystems and habitats threatened by a changing climate, and protect the
peoples and creatures who live in them. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Give the rulers your justice and reveal your righteousness to those who govern.
Frustrate the plans of tyrants and oppressors. Encourage the work of
community organizers and activists who speak out against injustice. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

Help those who have no helper. Draw near to those who have no one to
advocate for them or those who feel forgotten. Deliver those who call to you.
Precious are they in your sight. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Liberate this congregation from a yearning for the past that forgets the future.
Fuel in us a passion for discovery. Give us the boldness to dream and to imagine
our ministries in new and different ways. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for your holy ones who now rest in your radiant glory. Make us,
with them, sharers in the boundless riches of Christ, our hope and promise. God
of grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to
all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C  And also with you.



OFFERING

Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gift there

After communion or before you leave. If you would like to give online, please go
to www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.

OFFERTORY Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
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Lord, pre - pare me to be a sanc - -y, pure and ho - ly, tried and
i
LSS EEE e e s
(ESSrEE ESEEsEirEE==t T
true; With thanks - giv-ing, I'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of heaven and earth,
from the beginning, you have called forth life,
in which you take delight.
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.
C Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth
in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMNUNION

P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus. All are welcome.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white
grape juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

I Want to Walk a

s a Child of the Light
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
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I This lit - tle light of minc, I'm goin"-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where | go, I'm goin®-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave U to me, I'm goin®-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
ev - 1y - where I go, I'm goin’-a let 1t shine;
Je - sus gave it (o me, I'm goin’-a let 1t shine;
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Arise Your Light Has Come! ELW 314
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I A - nmse, your light has  come! The Spir - it's call o - bey;
2 A - rnise, your light has  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door,
3 A - nse, your light has  come! All you in sor-row born,
4 A - nse, your light has  come! The  moun-tains burst in song!
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Please stand as you are able

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Merciful God,
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy
C  Amen.

BLESSING

P The God of love,
Father, 1 Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,
and increase your joy,

today and always.
C  Amen.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies An-
nual License #5AS027152. New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary,
Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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SENDING HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
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Shine on me, shine on . me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
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DISMISSAL

A
C

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Sandy Betley
Greeter: Bob Howle
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Reader: Penny Matchen
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Offering Counters: [Jim Foskett, Linda Martinez
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