
  

 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

DECEMBER 25, 2024 

10:00AM 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P God loves you all the time.           

C All the time God loves you. 
Please stand as you are able 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P God of mercy and mercy in our midst, 

C we confess that we have sinned. 

 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

 We have turned away from our neighbors. 

 We have trusted false promises. 

 We plead: come to us. 

 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

P A righteous branch springs forth 

it is Christ the Lord our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                Hark the Herald Angels Sing         ELW 289 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

 

A In the beginning was the Word, 

C and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

A In the Word was life, 

C and the life was the light of all people. 

A The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 

 

    

                                             

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has  

 brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us   

 to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

  7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

 who announces salvation, 

 who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

 together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 

 9Break forth together into singing, 

 you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God.  
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   98    
   Read Responsively 

 

 1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

 5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the Lord.  

 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 

 9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  

.  
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SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 1:1-12 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 

through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the ex-

act imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When 

he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more ex-

cellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

 "You are my Son; 

 today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

 "I will be his Father, 

 and he will be my Son"? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

 "Let all God's angels worship him." 
7Of the angels he says, 

 "He makes his angels winds, 

 and his servants flames of fire." 
8But of the Son he says, 

 "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

 and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

 therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 
10And, 

 "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

 11they will perish, but you remain; 

 they will all wear out like clothing; 

 12like a cloak you will roll them up, 

 and like clothing they will be changed. 

 But you are the same, 

 and your years will never end."  
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 
 

P The holy gospel according to Saint John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-

ness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He him-

self was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into 

being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                   
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HYMN OF THE DAY           Lo, How a Rose O’er Blooming          ELW 272 
Please stand at the last verse. 
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NICENE CREED 

 

A In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

C We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 

A Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

.Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all 

people. 

A brief silence. 

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us as your 

own. Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and embolden us to an-

nounce your salvation to all. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things have come 

into being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened care for habitats 

threatened by rising sea levels. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of diplo-

mats, relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and violence. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed the 

cries of all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and forgotten, 

and those who are ill . God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music ministries 

of this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in worship . God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your light and 

love, inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
All share a sign of peace and reconciliation. 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 

                   

OFFERTORY                                               Sanctuary 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER        
 

 A God of heaven and earth, 

from the beginning, you have called forth life, 

in which you take delight. 

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 

Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 

that we may join the chorus of creation 

to tell of your salvation from day to day. 

C Amen. 
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    THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth  
 

 in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

A A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. 

 Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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                                          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice    ELW 288 

COMMUNION HYMN 
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  COMMUNION HYMN                                         

What Child is This           ELW 296 
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COMMUNION HYMN          

                                             Once in Royal David’s City      ELW 269                          

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you   

 in his grace. 

C Amen. 



18 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A Merciful God, 

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 

Strengthened by this goodness, 

send us forth to announce your peace, 

comfort the afflicted, 

and share the good news of great joy. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

P The God of love, 

Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, 

and increase your joy, 

today and always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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SENDING HYMN                    Go Tell It On the Mountain                             ELW 290 
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DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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