GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH . A
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 22, 2024
ANNOUNCEMENTS
P God loves you all the time
C  All the time God loves you.
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PRAYER FOR THE ADVENT WREATH
Use this blessing when lighting all four candles.

P Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel,
who brought your presence among us; and you promise through your Son
Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light these candles, turn again to us in
mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore
us and give us life that we may be saved.
O house of David, come,

C let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P

C

N

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and mercy in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth

it is Christ the Lord our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through + Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELW 311
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1 Hail 10 the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid's great-cr  Son!

2 You come with res - cuc speed - v to  thosec who suf -fer wrong,
3 You  shall come down like show - crs up - on  the fruit-ful carth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore you, and gold and in - cense bring:
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Hail, in  the time ap - point - eod, your reign on carth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - vy, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, spring in your path to  bhirth.
all na - tions shall a - dore you, your praisc all peo-ple  sing.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate  1n us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy
and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C  Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
>But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
’ Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
* And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lorp,
in the majesty of the name of the Lorp his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
>2and he shall be the one of peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thank be to God.



PSALMODY
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
> Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
°in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
’Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
*When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according
to the law), “then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes
the first in order to establish the second. '’ And it is by God’s will that we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45

The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ** where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *'
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Eliz-
abeth was filled with the Holy Spirit ** and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. ** And why has
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? “ For as soon as
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. > And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spo-
ken to her by the Lord.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY

Savior of the Nations, Come  ELW 263

Please stand at the last verse.
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Say - ior of the na - tions,come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.

1
2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,
3  Won-drous birth—ch, won-drous child— from his throne, a vir - gin- mild!
4 From God’s heart the Sav - ior speeds, back to  God his path-way leads;
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Mar-vel now, O heav'n and earth: God has cho-sen such a birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruoit of wom-an. blos - som fresh.

Ver -y God, and Mar-y's son, ea- ger now his race to run!
out to van-quish death’s com-mand, back to reign at  God’s right hand.
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5 Now your manger, shining bright, 6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
hallows night with newborn light. virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
Night cannot this light subdue; To the holy Trinity
let our faith shine ever new. praise we sing eternally!



APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed

C  Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.
God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships
with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical
message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a
renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful
stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and
fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and
municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more
daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the
lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council
and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the
community. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In
gratitude for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness through-
out history. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C  and also with you.
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OFFERING

Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gift there

After communion or before you leave. If you would like to give online, please go
to www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.

ANTHEM Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Prichard/Westley

OFFERTORY
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Lord, pre - pare me to be a sanc - tu - ar - v, pure and ho - ly, tried and
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, TI'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Creator God,
you made the whole world, even the farthest stars,
and you draw near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C  Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth
in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMNUNION

P God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table. All are welcome.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white
grape juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Abide With Me ELW 629
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1 A - bide with me, last falls  the ¢ - ven - tide.
2 Swifi to its close ebbs out life’s Lt - tle day:
301 nced  thy pres - chce eV -ty  pass - Ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at  hand (o bless;
5 Hold thou thy Cross be -  fore my clos-ing CyCes,
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what but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow'r?
ills have no  weight, and tears no  bit - ler - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to  the  skies;

DT s e e

e —r—rf

0 | | . .

g e ———

L I

¢ s—3 Z e ¢ te S OUO
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change and de - cay n all a-round T see;
Who like thy - sclf my gumide and stay  can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav'n's morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain  shad -ows  flee;
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help of the  help - less, oh, a - bide with me
O thou who chang -est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun - shine, oh, a - bide with mec
I tri - umph still, i thou a - bide with mc!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Wait For The Lord ELW 262
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

What Feast of Love ELW 487
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| What feastof love is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
7 What lightof truth 18 of - fered here. what cov - ¢ - nant from heav - cn?
3 What wineof love is of- fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of cv - cr - last-ing lfe.
What hope of ev - er- last-ing life,
What stream of ev - er - last-ing hfe.

what gra - clous gift
what won-drous word is  giv - en?
what pre - cious blood 15 giv - en?

Is giv - en?

This, this 18 Christ
This, this is Christ
This, this 18 Christ

wine
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the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

the king, the swect-cst of heav - cn.

Oh, taste and see
Oh, see and hear
Oh, tastc and sce

and sing! How sweet the
and sing! The Word of
and sing! The Son  of
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Please stand as you are able

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Generous God,
we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank
you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for
showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come,

Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.
C  Amen.

BLESSING

P God of endings and beginnings,

God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey, * bless and keep you now and forever.
C  Amen.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies An-
nual License #5SA5027152. New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary,
Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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SENDING HYMN

Canticle of the Turning

ELW 723
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prom - ise which holds us bound, till  the spear and rod can be
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strong  to flight, for the world 1s a - bout to turmn.
mouth be fed, for 1the world 15 a - bout 1o turn.
crushed by God, who 18 turn - ing the world a - round.
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Wipe a- way ull tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world 15 a-bout 10 turn.
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
C Thanks be to God.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
10:00am
Assisting Minister: Toni Durandetta
Greeter: Jay Snyder
Ushers: Don Durandetta, Larry Matchen
Reader: Penny Matchen
Sound: Mark Maurer
Streamer: Tim Dambaugh
Nursery: Audrey Day, John Day
Refreshments: Pam Adams, Rolf Eriksen
Offering Counters: Tim Dambaugh, Sue Eriksen
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Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music
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