
  

 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 22, 2024 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P God loves you all the time 

C All the time God loves you. 
 

 

PRAYER FOR THE ADVENT WREATH 
  Use this blessing when lighting all four candles. 

P Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, 

who brought your presence among us; and you promise through your Son 

Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light these candles, turn again to us in 

mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore 

us and give us life that we may be saved. 

O house of David, come, 

C let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. 

 Amen. 
 

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

7     O   come,   O    King    of    na-               tions,  come,         O    Cor  -  ner -  stone   that  
8     O   come,   O   come,   Em   man       -       u        el,           and   ran  -   some  cap–  tive 

          re  -  store   the    bro    ken,    make               us      new. 
          Un   -til       the    Son   of      God                  ap  -  pear. 

binds               in     one;    re        fresh   the     hearts that     long                      for      you; 
  Is         -         ra— el,         that    mourns   in     lone   – ly       ex  -                   ile      here             
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Please stand as you are able 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P God of mercy and mercy in our midst, 

C we confess that we have sinned. 

 We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

 We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

 We have turned away from our neighbors. 

 We have trusted false promises. 

 We plead: come to us. 

 Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

P A righteous branch springs forth 

it is Christ the Lord our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 

      Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                    ELW 311 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

 might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy 

 and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5a and he shall be the one of peace.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thank be to God. 
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PSALMODY 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 

to the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 

the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have 

been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Please  stand as you are able 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Eliz-

abeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 

are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has 

this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as 

I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spo-

ken to her by the Lord.”  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

MESSAGE        Pastor Tara Magoon 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

 

         

Savior of the Nations, Come      ELW 263 
Please stand at the last verse. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 

that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships 

with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical  

message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a 

renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful 

stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and 

fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and  

municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in 

your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more 

daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the 

lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill. 

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council 

and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the 

community. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In 

gratitude for those who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness through-

out history. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our 

hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always 

C and also with you. 
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OFFERING 

Offering  plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gift there  

After communion or before you leave. If you would like to give online, please go  

to www.glcde.org or scan the QR code. 

 

 

ANTHEM                   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus            Prichard/Westley 

 

OFFERTORY 

                                        Sanctuary                     Thompson/Scruggs 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Creator God, 

you made the whole world, even the farthest stars,  

and you draw near to feed us. 

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.  

Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

about:blank
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DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you 

P Lift up your hearts 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth  

in his death and resurrection. 

 

We look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 

 earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMNUNION 
 

P God feeds us with tender mercy. 

Come to the table.  All are welcome. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting  with  

the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and 

receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white 

grape juice.  Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread. 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION 

Abide With Me        ELW 629 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

 

Wait For The Lord    ELW 262 
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

What Feast of Love         ELW 487 
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Please stand as you are able 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 strengthen and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Generous God, 

we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank  

you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for 

showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come,  

Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

P God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies An-

nual License #SAS027152. New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, 

Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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SENDING HYMN            Canticle of the Turning       ELW 723 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
10:00am 

Assisting Minister: Toni Durandetta 

Greeter: Jay Snyder 

Ushers: Don Durandetta, Larry Matchen 

Reader: Penny Matchen 

Sound: Mark Maurer 

Streamer:  Tim Dambaugh 

Nursery:  Audrey Day, John Day 

Refreshments: Pam Adams, Rolf Eriksen 

Offering Counters:  Tim Dambaugh, Sue Eriksen 

 

 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, HOCKESSIN DE 

Rev. Tara Magoon, Pastor         

Jordan Irazabal, Director of Music      

Susan Wells Allen, Office Manager 

Louis Jones, Custodian    

     Phone: 302-239-6481     Email: office@glcde.org    Website: glcde.org 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

C Thanks be to God. 


