GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 8, 2024
ANNOUNCEMENTS - .——'
P God loves you all the time “L
C  All the time God loves you. ,,“"; * Q «
PRAYER FOR THE ADVENT WREATH ccons Swmm

P Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to
bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the
poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand
as a signal of hope for all people. As we light these candles, turn our wills
to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and
harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus
Christ, the hope of all nations. O people of hope, come,

C  let usrejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Please stand as you are able

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and mercy in our midst,

we confess that we have sinned.

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth

it is Christ the Lord our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through + Christ Jesus,

whose day draws near.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway

ELW 264
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| Pre - pare the roy - al high - way: the King of kings is near!
2 God's peo - ple, see  him com - ing: your own e - ter - nul king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly Kking - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ‘ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - peur!
Palim branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king. yet ev - ry na - tionm its trib - ute 1oo may bring.
His rule  is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise  will not fail you! No  more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es  join your sing - ing:
So your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.

KYRIE
n u | i
A ———+— I .' I ' ' z
o— ™ —— : e o # # %
1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



Please be seated

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
' See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the cove-
nant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lorp of hosts. >But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers” soap; * he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lorp in righteousness. * Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lorp as in the days
of old and as in former years.

The word of the Lord.
Thank be to God.

PSALMODY: Luke 1:68-79
Read responsively.
°*Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,

you have come to your people and set them free.

*You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.

0Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our
enemies, ”' from the hands of all who hate us,

’>to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.

7> This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:

74 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,

>holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.

’® And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,

’7to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.

’¢In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

77to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11

°I thank my God every time I remember you, * constantly praying with joy in
every one of my prayers for all of you, “because of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day until now. °I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It
is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and
in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. ® For God is my witness, how I
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. ? And this is my prayer,
that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight '°
to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be
pure and blameless, ' having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6

The holy gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, > during
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son
of Zechariah in the wilderness. * He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, *as it is written
in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
> Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
®and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Tara Magoon



HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW 255

please stand at the last verse.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us profess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed

C  Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and
places that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your
people, and kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, dea-
cons, and all the baptized. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what
you have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures
and habitats. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and com-
munities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught
in the center of conflict. Lord, in your mercy,receive our prayer.

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are
suffering . Provide comfort and strength, and nurture sustained wholeness for
the future. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal
preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles,
staff, clergy, and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your
mercy, receive our prayetr.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us
in deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful wit-
ness. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C  and also with you.

Please be seated.
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OFFERING

Offering plates are at the doors of the sanctuary and you may place your gift there
after communion or before you leave. If you would like to give online, please go
to www.glcde.org or scan the QR code.

ANTHEM Prepare The Way Evans/Nuzum

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY
Sanctuary Thompson/Scruggs
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Lord, pre - pare me to be a sanc-tu-ar-y, pure and ho - ly, tried and
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true; With thanks - giv-ing, I'll be a liv-ing sanc-tu-ar-y for You.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Creator God,
you made the whole world, even the farthest stars,
and you draw near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C  Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth
in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMNUNION

P God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table. All are welcome.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Communion will be received at the head of the Sanctuary. Starting with
the section closest to the sound room and worshippers may make way to the chancel rail and
receive the communion elements. Elements at in-person worship are red wine and white
grape juice. Please let Pastor know if you require gluten-free bread.
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent - ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Gift of Finest Wheat ELW 484
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to  serve each oth - er in your name in
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Please stand as you are able

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Generous God,
we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you
for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for show-
ering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus,

and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name.
C  Amen.

BLESSING

P God of endings and beginnings,

God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey, * bless and keep you now and forever.
C  Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Hark, the Glad Sound ELW 239
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1 Hark,the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
C  Thanks be to God.
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Advent- Come Lord Jesus

As we enter our second week of our time of
preparation for the coming of the Christ child, we
encounter the darkness. Lighting candles, stringing
lights, lighting the way to the longest night and the
Journey of our winter. Blessings to you as you

endeavors to conquer the darkness, and joy to you as you wait for Christ!

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2

Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.John the Baptist calls all people to
prepare the Lord’s wayfor the kingdom of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the candles
on this wreath. Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the
darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light and our salva-
tion. Blessed be God forever. Amen.

Blessing of the Christmas Tree

God our creator, we praise you for this Christmas tree, gift of the earth and sign of your
evergreen presence. As we illumine this tree, let your blessing come upon us. Send us
your Son, the tender branch of Jesse, who brings us light and life. May we who stand in
its light eagerly welcome the true Light that never fades. All glory be yours now and
forever. Amen.

Blessing of the Nativity Scene

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the
stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy presence, and in-
spire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that we might share Christ's
love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation. Glory in heaven and peace on
earth, now and forever. Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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